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are forced through a constantly wet slurry
situation which traps the dust. When
dried, it can be reused.

I understand that the consuliants who
were engaged are fairly confident that this
will work. The company hoped to use &
dry method to avoid the drying-out process,
but it had to go back to the wet process.
The advice of the consultants on which
type of flooded dise serubher, or its equiva-~
lent, is to be preferred is expected any
day. ‘The company is firmly convinced
that this will work and it will be a relative-
ly short period—a matter of some months
—before it is installed.

The story, briefly, has been one of trial
and constant frustration. The com-
pany has obeyed the letter of the law and
has tried all practicable means, as the Act
demands. We are hopeful that the people
who live in the areas affected will soon
get some relief, because it is a worrying
situation. I do not suppose any of us
would like to be living adjacent to the
plant. I can understand Mr, Clive Griffiths
being disturbed. He has a nice-coloured
car and I can well understand that the
lime dust does not do it any good.

Mr, Wise mentioned  barramundi.
Strangely enough our scientisis seem to
think that the overflow from the upper
dam will be within the scope of the small
barramundi. Our problem is the barrage
dam—the one presently there, Perhaps if
we had thought of this problem 20 years
ago, the dams could have been constructed
in a slightly different manner.

The barramundi adult fish go down-
stream to brackish water where they
spawn. When the young fish are big
enough they go back up the rivers where
they grow to their full size.

The Hon. J. Dolan: They appear to have
the oppasite instincts to salmon.

The Hon. G. C. MacKTNNON: There ale
two species of popular sporting fish in the
nerth and both species go downstream to
the brackish water. Unfortunately the Pitz-
roy barrage would be too much of a jump.
Here again, if we had thought about this
earlier we could, perhaps, have overcome
the problem. However, nobody else thought
of it so perhaps we can be excused. The
matter is being looked at.

There has been mention of reserving
the fish as a sporting fish. We would like
to do that, because the area of the Ord
Dam is a lovely place to make into a
resort. We recently had Dr. Morrissey
there. We believe there should be restric-
tions so that the fish can be taken only
by sporting methods, and this would mean
no nets. We are currently looking at this
matter.

The Hon. F, J. S. Wise: Nets have al-
ready been banned at Langi Crossing.

The Hon, G. C. MacKINNON: I think
that is fair enough, especially for those
who like to go out and get the barramundi.

[ASSEMBLY.]

I hope that my few remarks have cleared
up one or two matters, in particular, those
mentioned by Mr, Stubbs.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: It looks as

though I will have to do some more home-
work.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: With
those remarks I support the motion for
the adopfion of the Address-in-Reply.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. C. R. Abhbey.

House adjourned at 550 p.m.

Lepislative Assembly
Thursday, the 28th August, 1969

The SFEAKER (Mr. Guthrie) f{ook the
Chair at 2.15 p.m., ahd read prayers.

PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE

Public Galiery and Speaker’'s Gallery:
Statement by the Speaker

THE SPEAKER: With the indulgence
of thie House, I wish to make an announce-
ment. On the ist November, 1968, the
member for Swan asked me three questions
relating to the procedure in this Chamber.
Really, the questions related not so much
to the procedure as to the convenience of
the publie,

The first question the member for Swan
asked me was whether I would consider
allowing the general public to enter the
Public Gallery and the Speaker's Gallery
before prayers.

The second question was whether T would
make available to the public copies of the
Notices and Orders of the Day.

The third guestion was whether I would
arrange to have a list of members placed
in both the Public Gallery and the
Speaker’s Gallery. so that members of the
public who were attending Parliament
could know which member was address-
ing the Chamber.

I have delayed making any statement,
because I had hoped to be able to make
a decision on all three questions at the
one time. When I replied on the 1st
November, I indicated that, on the ques-
tion of the admission of the public before
prayers, I felt there should not be one
procedure in this Chamber and another
procedure in another place. It was highly
desirable, if a change were made, that it
should be made in both places at the same
time so that there would not be any con-
fusion.

Since the lst November I have had a
number of discussions with the President
of the Legislative Council on that ques-
tion; indeed, on the last occasion only
as late as last night. The President asked
me to allow him a little more time to give



[Thursday, 28 August, 1969.] 603

the matter consideration. In cohsequence,
no decision has yet been reached on that
particular guestion.

However, I would advise members that
for a trial period as from today the con-
stable in the Public Gallery will be pro-
vided with copies of the Notices and Orders
of the Day so that people in the Public
Gallery may be able to follow questions,
particularly, and understand that the ans-
wer relates to a particular question. They
will he asked to put the papers away after
question time.

As members realise, one of the objections
in the past to providing a copy of the
Notices and Orders of the Day has heen
the difficulty of discerning whether a
person is taking notes or whether he is
merely looking at the Notices and Orders
of the Day. The only real need that
members of the public have for the Notices
and Orders of the Day is during question
time and, as I say, this procedure wiil be
given a trial for a certain period.

I will also arrange for a copy of the card
showing the location of members to be
placed in both galleries so that anybody
who is attending the Chamber can know
which member is speaking. That has not
yet been done, but I will see that it is
done as from next week,

The question of prayers will be 8 matter
for later consideration. In any event, I
will consult leaders on hoth sides on that
point before I make a final decision.

QUESTIONS (41): ON NOTICE
1. MILK BOARD
Control
Mr. BATEMAN asked the Minister for

Agriculture:
Is there any truth in the rumour
that the Milk Board may be
placed under the control of his
department?

Mr. NALDER replied:
No.

2, EDUCATION

Yale Road, Thornlie: Cost of Land

Mr. BATEMAN asked the Minister for

Education:
What was the price paid for the
land on which the primary school
is to be built in Yale Road, Thorn-
lie and what was the acreage pur-
chased?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
886,500 for approximately 95 acres.

3. This question was postponed.

4. TOWN PLANNING
Kalamundae Shire Council Sehemes

Mr. DUNN asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Town
Planning:

(1} What progress has been reached
by the Metrapolitan Region Plan-
ning Authority in its consideration
of the Kalamunda Shire Coun-
cil’s schemes five and six?

(2) When is it likely the shire will
receive the results of the Metro-
politan Region Planning Author-
ity's considerations?

Mr. LEWIS replied:

(1) and (2) The Metropolitan
Region Planning Authority is
not involved in the considera-
tion of local authority town
planning schemes.

Kalamunds Shire Council’s
Town Planning Scheme Na. 5
is currently being examined
and officers of the Town Plan-
ning Department will arrange
in the near future to discuss
various aspects of the scheme
with ecouncil representatives
before submitting the scheme
to the Town Planning Board
for consideration and subse-
quent recommendation to the
Minister for Town Planning.

Scheme No. 6 has been
granted preliminary approval.
Notice that the scheme is
available for public inspec-
tlon will be published in the
Government Gazette on
Friday, the 29th August, 1969.

HEALTH
HKidney Transplants

Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:

{1) Are the routine tests on Govern-
ment hospital patients adequate to
equate for compatibility purposes
to patients requiring a kidney
transplant?

(2) If not and with a view to minim-
ising the prospect of rejection,
will consideration be given to
compiling such records so that in
the event of the death of a hos-
pital patient early permission may
be obtained of near relatives to
remove a kidney or kidneys for
donor purposes?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) Tests on a patlent are relative to
the diagnosis and treatment of
the patient.

(2) Records of tests relative to com-
patibility are maintained for per-
sons who have indicated a desire
l(;io tggnate tissues or organs after

eath.
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HOUSING
Building Programme

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for

Housing: )

(1) What is the building programme
for the current financial year In
the metropolitan area under the
headings of:—

(a) flats;

(b) terrace housing;
(¢) duplex units;

(d) individual houses?

(2) What are the corresponding
fizures for elsewhere in the State?

(3) Of the respective totals under (1)
and (2) how many are being built
primarily for renting?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
I would say that I presume this
question applies to the programme
of the State Housing Commission.
If so, the answers are as follows:—

(1) The metrepolitan programme
for 1969-70 calls for the con-
struction of 1,033 houses and
1,524 medium-density units.
No definite allocation has yet
beenn made as to the propor-
tion of flats, terrace housing
and duplex units. In some
cases the proportions are de-
pendent on local authority
requirements.

The Bentley project is in ad-
dition to the sabove and
consists of—

31 Houses.

119 Terrace houses.

32 Flats (2 and 3 storey).

320 Flats (two 10 storey
blocks).

(2} 413 Houses.

& Duplex units.
39 Flats.

(3) Primarily 50 per cent. of the
houses will be for rental,
however, tenants may elect to
purchase. Terrace housinhg,
flats, and duplex units are
primarily for rental.

FISHING
Barramundi

Mr. RIDGE asked the Minister repre-
senfing the Minister for Fisheries and
Fauna:

(1) Have any surveys ever been un-
dertaken in the Kimberley region
to establish the potential of com-
mercial barramundi fisheries?

(2) Has it been determined if the
barramundi moves upstream into
fresh water estuaries to spawn?

(3) Is it considered that structures
like the Pitzroy barrage and the
Ord diversion dam impede the
migration of barramundi?

(4) Has consideration ever been given
to the provision of “fish steps”
or other similar devices to ald
upstream migration?

(5) During the spawning season would
it be practicable to net fish “in
roe” and transport them to per-
manent water backed up by man-
made structures?

(6) What restrictions have been plac-
ed on the taking of barramundi
by net fishermen?

(7) Is it intended to extend these
restrictions?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) Nao.

(2) Barramundi move downstream to
spawn in the estuaries.

(3) Yes.

(4) Yes. However, it can be a very
costly exercise.

(5) Maturing barramundi move down-
stream. The barrages stop the
11i1::'t1:t,ream migration of the young

sh.

(6} Nil at the present time.

(7) Restrictions on the taking of
barramundi by nets in the north-
ern rivers is under consideration,

DERBY LEPROSARIUM
Nursing Quarters

Mr. RIDGE asked the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Health:

(1) In conjunction with the current
rebuilding programme at the
Derby Leprosarium, will consider-
ation be given to the provision of
new quarters for the nursing
sisters? )

(2) If “Yes”, when is it expected that
work will commence?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) and (2} Authority has been given
for the provision of new quarters
for the nursing sisters and, de-
pending on the ability of the con-
tractor to construct, they should
be available within six months.

WATER SUPPLIES
Dam at Moochalabra Creek

Mr. RIDGE asked the Minister for

Works:

(1) Is planhing and design work com-
pleted for the proposed dam at
Moochalabra Creek near Wynd-
ham?

(2) When is it expected that tenders
will be called for this project?

(3) Is it anticipated that the structure
will be completed during the
course of one dry season?
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Mr.
(1)
2)
(3)

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
Yes.

September, 1989,

Yes,

In addition, it might be of interest
to the honourable member to
know that the estimated cost of
this structure is $530,000, and
about $80,000 has heen azllocated
this financial year,

EDUCATION
Stalf Quarters

Mr, RIDGE asked the Minister for

Education:

(1) Is planning in process for the
provision of school staff quarters
at Fitzroy Crossing and Hall’s
Creek?

(2) If “Yes”, will consideration bhe
glven to transportable or prefab-
ricated structures to ensure that
the buildings are completed before
the onset of the 1969-70 wet sea-
son?

LEWIS replied:

Yes.

Every endeavour will be made by

the housing authority to provide

the accommeodation for both cen-

tres by the beginning of the 1970

school year.

Mr,
(1)
2

EDUCATION
Fitzroy Crossing School

Mr. RIDGE asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) Is consideration being given to
the provision of an additional
demountable classroomn at the
Fitzroy Crossing School?

If “Yes", when is it expected that
the classroom will be on site?

. LEWIS replied:
Yes.

The construction of a demount-
able classroom at Fitzroy Crossing
School s almost complete.

(2

(1)
(2)

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Kwinana Area: Regional Commitiee

Mr. RUSHTON asked the Minister for
Industrial Development:

(1) With the tremendous growth of
the Kwinana industrial complex
resulting in an increased demand
for homes in the Shires of Rock-
ingham and Xwinana, will he
advise whether a local regional
committee comprising representa-
tives of local government, employ-
ees, business and Iindustry could
be established to assist in the
creation of more job opportunities

13.
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for resident families who are
somewhat isolated by distance and
transport from employment oppor-
tunities elsewhere?

What would be the estimated
home building programme for the
Shires of Rockingham and Kwin-
ana for the next five years?

, COURT replied.

I am conscious of the difficulties
associated with the employment
referred to. We are continuously
examining ways and means by
which the position may be allevi-
ated.

I doubt whether a local committee
along the lines suggested would
have any practical value at the
moment. But my views on this
might change after I have had
discussions that are planned with
a number of prospective employ-
ers.

I appreclate the interest being
shown by organisations such as
the Country Women's Association,
the Business and Professional
Women's Association, the honour-
able member and others, and I will
endeavour tc pass more informa-
tion on to those concerned when
the current round of proposed
talks is completed.

I am of the apinion there is scope
for establlshed Industries to em-
ploy more women if there Is a
realistic approach to reorganiss-
tion according to modern concepts
of work that can be done by
women within industry.

I am working on the assumption
that there will be goodwill from
employers and trade unions in
any approach made to reorganis-
ing some of the established indus-
tries to absorb a better balanced
work force.

Such moves, of course, would only
be part of a total ecffort bheing
made to develop more opportunit-
ies for women and young workers
generally both in established as
well as additional industries of
varied nature.

It is estimated that there will bhe
6,000 houses bullt in the Medina-
Rockingham area over the next
five years.

(2)

1)

(2)

EDUCATION
Building Programme in Dale
Electorate

Mr. RUSHTON asked the Minister for
Education. '~

(1) Have plans and specifications been
completed, tenders called, con-
tracts awarded, and work com-
menced for this year’s bullding
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programme at each of the follow-
ing schools—

Armadale High

Kwinana High

Kingsley Primary

Safety Bay Primary

Bungaree Primary?
When did or when will each of
the above stages of the work com-
mence and what is the estimated
date of completion?
Are these additions still expected
to be ready for use at the com-
mencent of the 1970 school year?

17.

ed persons for the guidance of
those conducting formal functions,
has any progress been made, and
if so what?

Sir DAVID BRAND replied:

Information on procedures fol-
lowed by the Commonwealth and
States has been received and is
now heing considered.

DRAINAGE
Canning Vale

Mr. BATEMAN asked the Minister for

Works:

. LEWIS replied:
(1) No.
(2) and (3) See schedule.

Can he guarantee—

(a) there will be no accumulation
of decomposing material at

1

1 2 3 4 &
School Plans and Tenders Contract Work Estimated Date
Specifications Called Awarded Cammenceld of Completion
Armadale High June 1869 Estlmated late | Estimated early | Estimated mid | June 1970
.{private architect) Qctober Navember Novewber
I{winana High—additions (o), Alarch 1069 Closed 15/7/69 | August 26, 1969 | Seplember June 26, 1970 {a}
{8cience labs., mapual aris, February 1870{1)
and staff block) (1)
Kingsley Primary May 1969 Estimated end | Estimated mid | Estimated end | February 1970
September October October
Safety Bay Primary April 1969 End September | Estimated early | Estimated id | Febreary 2, 1970
(private nrchitcct) October October
Bungaree Primary ... June 1869 Estimated end | Estimated mid | Estimated end | February 1970
September October October
14. This question was postponed.
15. WATER SUPPLIES any time in the proposed

Mr,

Rating Revaluations
TONKIN asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:

1)

(2)

3

(1)

(2)
(3)

16.

How frequently are properties in
the various districts revalued by
valuers in the Taxation Depart-
ment for use by the Metropolitan
Water Supply, Sewerage and
Drainage Board for rating pur-
poses?

Are the periods between successive
valuations uniform as between all
districts?

If “No”, what districts were last

revalued more than three years
ago?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

Every three years. The most
recent one operated from the Ist
July, 1968.

Yes.
Answered by (2).

PROTOCOL
Official Precedence List

. GRAHAM asked the Premier:

Further to questions asked in 1966
and 1967 relating to an officlal
table of precedence of distingulish-

drain leading from the waste
water disposal area in Can-
ning Vale;

() that Aushing of pipes carry-
ing waste material will not be
discharged direct into the
drain;

(¢) that the drain reserve will not
be more than 25 links in
width;

{(d) that the excavated soil will be
used to level low lying area;

() that a person whose property
is resumed will be compen-
sated?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(a) The guarantee can be given
50 far as it relates to any dis-
charge from the wastewater
disposal area in Canning Vale.

(b) Yes.

(¢) No.

(d) No guarantee can be glven
but the board would not have
any objection to the excava-
ted soil being used on low
lying areas.

(e) Yes.
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EDUCATION

Youth Organisers
Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Education:
(1> Is there a shortage of teachers
applying for positions as youth
organisers?
‘What districts are short of youth
organisers at present?
Is any action being taken fo en-
courage teachers to take up youth
organising and to obtain organ-
isers outside the Education De-
partment?
Is any effort being made to bind
to youth organising those people
who are being specially trained in
youth work?
LEWIS replied:
No.
All established districts are fully
staffed.
Advertisements are placed in the
Edueation Circular and an allow-
ance is paid to district youth
organisers of $450 per annum.
{4) No, '

(2)
3)

1)

Mr,
(1)
2)

(&)

EDUCATION
School Bus Transport

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) Is any provision made for school
buses travelling to Midland or
nearby country schools to pick up
children inside the three-mile
limit?

If “No”, what provision is made
for physically handicapped child-
ren?

If “Yes”, what conditions apply
and are physically handicapped
children entitled to preferential
treatment in transport to school?

LEWIS replied:

School buses travelling to Midland
and nearby country schools may
pick up children within three miles
of the school provided there is
sufficient room for them on’ the
bus. Each individual case would
be considered on its merits.

and 3) Whenever loading on a
particular bus necessitates the ex-
clusion of children within three
miles of & school priority for
transport is given to children with
any physical handicaps provided
there is sufficient room for them
on the bus and a suitable medical
certificate is produced.

PAINTERS' REGISTRATION
BOARD
Complaints
Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) During each year since its Iin-
ception, how many reports have

(2)

(&)

Mr.
)

(2)

21 and 22.

23.
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been made to the Painters’ Regis-
tration Board concerning faulty or
inferior painting?

(2) In how many of such cases have
the complaints been sustained?
(3) Of these, how many respectively
have resulted in—
(a) the complaint being rectified
by the painter concerned,
(b) the complaint being rectified
by another painter at the
direction of the board,
(c) the registration of the offend-
ing painter being suspended?
(Q) the registration of the offend-
ing painter being cancelled?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) Year ended 3¢th No.
December of repvorts
1963 . 26
1964 38
1965 54
1966 60
1967 64
1968 69
(2) Year ended 30th No.
December sustained
1963 11
1964 21
1965 37
1966 39
1967 41
1968 53

(3} (a) Work has been carried out
satisfactorily. In all cases
except one where complaints
have been sustalned and
remedial action ordered by
the board.

Only once has the board dir-
ected work to be carried out
by another painter. The cost
of such work was borne by the
original painter.

Suspension on seven occas-
ions.

Nil

(b

(c)
(d)

These questions were post-
poned.

SCHOOL DENTAL SERVICE
Exmouth School
Mr. NORTON asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Has a school dentist visited Ex-
mouth during this school year?

(2) When is it anticipated that he will
next visit Exmouth?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1} Yes.

(2) A regular visiting service based at
Carnarvon will be established this

year to service Exmouth and
Onslow.
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ATR STRIP
Exmouth

Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
the North- West

(1) Should the R.A.AF. take over the
Learmonth Aerodrome on an ob-
erational basis and D.C.3's and
Fokker Friendships not allowed to
use the Learmonth airitrip, will
any provision be ‘made for an
alternative airstrip to service Ex-
mouth?

If “Yes”, what provision is to be
made?

COURT replied;

It is not unusual for R A.AF. air-
fields in Australia to be controlled
on a joint-user basis. Two such
examples are Darwin and Towns-
ville. There appears no reason
why this arrangement should not
apply at Learmonth. If not, I am
sure the Department of Civil
Aviation would arrange alter-
native facilities at the appro-
priate time.

Department of Civil Aviation has
plans for a separate civil aviation
apron at Learmonth.

EDUCATION

Wilson Park School
Mr. JONES asked the Minister for
Education:
(1) Is it a fact that when the two new
classrooms at the Wilson Park
School, Collie, are completed one
class will still have to occupy an
old classroom situated some dis-
tance from the main school?
If “Yes”, and in view of the poor
standard of the old classroom will
he give favourable consideration
to the immedlate construction of
a new classroom?

. LEWIS replied:
Yes.

A further classroom will be built
as finance becomes available.

2)

Mr.
1)

(2)

2

(1)
(2)

ELECTORAL ROLLS
Joint Preparation
Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Justice:
(1> Has any move been made in ac-
cordance with section 31 of the
Electoral Act for joint preparation
of electoral rolls with the Com-
maonwealth?

(2) If not, how long is it anticipated

that this State will retain this
expensive  separate enrolment
system?

(3) Other than Legislative Council
rolls for South Australia does any
other State still make up their own

rolls?

aT.

28.

29,

0.

Mr. COURT replied:

(1) and (2}, The subject of joint pre-
paration of electoral rolls with the
Commonwealth again received
congideration recently and it was
decided that the State would
maintain its own rolls at least for
the time being.

(3) Yes. Queensland.

This question was postponed.

TIMEER
Leases: Worsley Mill

Mr. JONES asked the Minister for

Forests:
In view of the fact that Hawker-
Siddeley has closed the Worsley
Mill what has happened to the
timber leases which were made
availahle to the company for this
mill?

. BOVELL replied:

The sawmilling permit at Worsley
is still held by Hawker-Siddeley
Buildihg Supplies.

TIMBER
Leases: Bowelling District

Mr, JONES asked the Minister for
Forests:

(1) Is there an area of Crown land
situated to the north of the Bowel-
ling townsite which contains mill-
able timber reserved for Hawker-
Siddeley?

If “Yes”, what is the area involved
and the terms of the agreement,

If “No”, will he make some of the
leases available to smaller mill op-
erators in the district who may be
forced to close down their mills
due to the fact that no private
owned leases are available which
contain millable timber?

. BOVELL replied:

to (3). The area north of Bowel-
ling Townsite is 16,400 acres of
State Forest No. 24, This area
is held in reserve to provide part
of the intake of timber guaran-
teed to Hawker-Siddeley Building
Supplies in the Collie area under
the terms and conditions of the
sale of State Building Supplies.

(2)

(&)

(1)

EDUCATION
Teacher Bonds

Mr. CASH asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) What is the total amount out-
standing as debits against ex-
teachers for breaches of teacher-
bond agreements?
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(2) How many ex-teachers are liable,
at the present time, for repayment
of bonds?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) $504,900 as at the 27th August,

1869. (This fisure includes ex-
bursars, ex-students and ex-
teachers.)

(2) Approximately 600.

BEACH-FRONT EROSION
Research
Mr, FLETCHER asked the Treasurer:
(1) Does the University or any other
authority indulge in research into
ocean beach erosion?

Is any Treasury or other grant
made for such a purpose?

If s0, to what extent?

DAVID BRAND replied:

Some work is being undertaken
at present on ocean beach erosion
by the University and the Public
Works Department.

No, but expenditure by the Public
Works Department is met from
the Consolidated Revenue Fund.
It is understood that the Univer-
sity has made a grant for re-
search work by a post graduate
student. The Public Works re-
search consists of a theoretical
st.ud.v of the subject particularly
1n the Busselton area.

2

(3)
Sir
(1)

(2)

3)

This question was postpored.

TIMBER

Karri Poles
H. D. EVANS asked the Minister
Forests:
During the past year in the Pem-
berton area how many owners of
private propertles with timber
rights reserved to the Crown were
notified that contractors would be
cutting karri poIes on their pro-
perties?
From how many such properties
were poles taken?
From how many of these proper-
ties is it expected that karri poles
will be cut in the coming twelve
months’ period?
BOVELL replied:
One.
One.
Not known.

Mr.
for

o8

(2)

(3}

Mr.
(§ )
(2
(&)

SUMMARY RELIEF COURT
WARRANTS
Service Personnel
Mr. BATEMAN asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Justice:
(1> Is he aware that a member of the
Royal Australian Air Force against
whom a warrant has been issued

35.

2)

3

N

(2)

(&))

69

(2)

3)

(4}
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out of the Summary Relief Court
cannot in fact be served with the
warrant?

Is it a fact that personnel of the
Army and Navy can be served with
such warrants?

If “Yes”, to (1) and (2) has he
made representation to the appro-
priate authority to overcome this
anomaly?

. COURT replied:

With a warrant of commitment,
and it is assumed that is what
the membhber refers to, it is not a
matier of "service” but of execu-
tion. A permanent member of
the Royal Australian Air Force
cannot be imprisoned on a war-
rant of commitment issued out of
our Summary Relief Court. This
is because of a provision of the
Air Force Act, 1923-1956 (Com-
monwealth) making applicahle to
members of the R.A.AF. certain
provisions of the Imperial Air
Force Act; one of which (5. 145)
contains a prohibition against the
issue of execution against a mem-
ber of the English regular air
force, that is, against his person,
pay, arms or other personal
effects. The matier is fully ex-
plained in the decision of the
N.S.W. Court of Appeal given in
the case of Ex parte Evans, Re
Moroney and Others (1966) 8
Federal Law Reports, p. 42,

There does not appear to be a
similar immunity attaching to
members of the Army or Navy.

No representation to the Com-
manwealth has been made on the
matter,

RAILWAYS
W.AD.C.. Office Space

. BURKE asked the Premier:

Was the fact that Western Aus-
tralia Development Corporation
offered to develop the Perth rail-
way land at no cost to the Gov-
ernment and to provide free office
space the primary reason for the
Government considering its offer
the best submitted, and requesting
that compdahy to submit firm pro-
posals?

Does the offer of free space still
stand?

If “Yes”, what area of floor space
will be provided at no cost to the
Government ?

If “No”, would he advise if any
discussions have taken place be-
tween W.A.D.C. and the Govern-
ment concerning Government de-
partments renting office space in
the project?
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[ASSEMBLY.]

Sir DAVID BRAND reblied:

1)

2)

36.

All aspects were taken into con-
sideration before Western Austra-
lia Development Corperation were
given a letter of intent regarding
the proposal they submitted to us.
These included financial details
but effect on railway and town
planning were also major con-
siderations.

to (4). Western Australia Devel-
cpment Corporation’s final sub-
mission has not yet been received
by the Government. The infor-
mation required can be obtained
when final details are released.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
Compliance with Companies Act

Mr. BURKE asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Justice:

n

2)

(3)
(4)

3

Mr.

(1)
(2)

3
4)
(5)

37.

Is Western Australia Development
Corporation registered at the Com-
panies Office?

Is the company at present com-
plying with all the requirements
of the Companies Act?

If “No'”, in what particular are
they in default?

Has it been necessary at any time
subsequent to its registration to
advise the company it was not
complying with the Act?

If '*Yes”, what are the particulars?

COURT replied:

Yes.

Yes, so far as is apparent from
the records of the Registrar of
Companties.

Answered by (2).

Yes.

On the 30th May, 1968, the com-
pany was advised by the Registrar
of Companies by letter that it had
failed to comply with section 348
of the Companies Act for the
calendar year, 1967. That is, that
it had not lodged its balance
sheet. The balance sheet was
llc!);%%zd on the 20th December,

CREDIT TRADING

Ezxtentl in Western Australic

Mr.

BURKE asked the Premier:
Further to my question of the 27th
March, 1989, would he advise if
he has any information to hand
on the inquiry he undertook to
make into the extent of certain
trading under which the State is
losing revenue and the buying
public any protection it might
hagg under the Hire Purchase
Act?

38.

Sir DAVID BRAND replied;

Inquiries have disclosed that there
has been a continuing decline in
stamp duty collections from hire
purchase agreements hecause of
the extension of other eredit
facilities. A similar situation
developed in other States and a
review is now being made of the
measures taken to counter this
trend.

RAILWAYS

W.A.D.C.: Australian Involvement

Mr. BURKE asked the Premier:

{1) What is the extent of Australian
involvement in the Western Aus-
tralia Development Coarparation
project for the development of the
central railway land?

(2) What are the companies involved?

(3) What is the extent of each com-
pany's involvement?

(4) Which of these companies have
directors on the board of
W.ADC.?

8ir DAVID BRAND replied:

(1> Proposals for the sinking of the
railway are heing submitted by a
joint venture of Western Austra-
lia Development Corporation and
J. O, Clough and Scn Pty. Ltd.
J. O. Clough and Son Pty. Litd.,
who have 50 per cent. interest,
is a company wholly owned hy
Western Australians and Western
Australia. Development Corpora-
tion also has Australian share-
holders.

(2) The first three companies listed
are Australian companies—

Comurinercial Bank of Australia

Ltd.

Australian United Corporation
Ltd

Nuytsland Pty. Ltd.
Morgan Grenfell and Co. Ltd.
Phllllgéa Hill Investment Trust

Lehman PBros.
Dudley N. Schoales.
United Fruit Company.
Train Cabot & Associates.
The Battelle Development Cor-
poration.
De Leuw Cather and Co.
Planners Collaborative.
The Ralph M. Parsons Com-
pany.
Technical Projects Ltd,
(3) The percentage share holding of
each is not known.
{(4) The Battelle Development Cor-
poration.
Technical Projects Ltd.
Train Cabot and Associates.
Planners Collaborative.
De Leuw Cather and Co.
Lehman Bros.



39.

Mr.
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LIONS PARK
Establishment

BERTRAM asked the Minister

representing the Minister for Fisheries

and Fauna:

(1) Has he received any application
or has he any knowledge of any
person intending to establish a
lions park?

(2) If “Yes",—

Mr.

(¢ )

(2

(a) will he state whether permis-
sion has been granted to allow
the lions park to be proceed-
ed with and when;

(b) will he supply the names of
the applicants and define the
area in which the lions park
will be established?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

No approach has been made to
the department in the matter.
Not applicable,

40. FORESTS ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Mr.

Net Revenue .
BERTRAM asked the Minjster

for Forests:

14 )

2)

Mr.

D

Relevant to his second reading
speech on the 21st August, 1963,
in support of the amendment to
the Forests Act, 1918-1964, what
are the circumstances which
caused the Solicitor-General's
opinion to he sought as to the
method of determining the “Net
Revenue'?

‘Will he table the said opinion?

BOVELL replied:

and (2) The Forests Act defines
“Gross Revenue” of the Forests
Department but the {erm “Net
Revenue” of the department is not
defined and the Solicitor-General
commented accordingly.,

41. This question was postponed.

QUESTIONS (2):

1.

Mr,

WITHOUT NOTICE
DROUGHT
Relief: Publicity
TONKIN asked the Minister for

Agriculture:

1)

)
@)

When the Government deecided to
pay the transport costs on coarse
grains needed by farmers for
emergency stock feed, was the
first public announcement made
on the radio, on television, or
through the Press?

On what date was the first an-
nouncement made?

Was the decision intended to have
retrospective effect?

4

(5)

If “Yes”, was this announced
publicly and from what date was
it intended it would operate?

If “No", will he agree to make the
concession apply to all purchases
back of coarse grains by farmers
this season?

. NALDER replied:

First of all, I want to thank the
Leader of the Opposition for prior
notice. of this question. I wish to
say, Mr. Speaker, that as you know
I did approach you, and I was
going to ask the House, for per-
mission to correct an interjection
which I made in all good faith
when the Leader of the Opposi-
tion was, yesterday afternoon, de-
bating the amendment moved to
the Address-in-Reply. The ans-
wers to this guestion will correct
the statement I made. They are
as follows:—

(1) I released a statement to the
Press and the Australian
Broadcasting Commission sim-
ultaneously on Friday, the
gth August, 1969,

(2) Friday, the 8th August, 1969.

(3) No. I announced the assist-
ance would come into opera-
tion on Monday, the 1lth
August, 1969,

(4) Answered by (3).

(5) No, but consideration is being
given by the Government to
the payment of freight on
consignments of coarse grains
to farmers between the 1st and
the 11th August.

DROUGHT

Minister for Railiays: Apology

Mr.

TONKIN asked the Minister for

Railways:

. Tonkin:

Is it his intention to apologise for
the statement he made in the
House last night with regard to
the date of the announcement by
the Minister for Agriculture?

. O'CONNOR replied:

It is not my intention to apologise,
because anything I said last night
was correct. What I stated was
that the amendment to the mofion
was incorrect in that it referred
to the fact that the Government
had taken no aciion prior to the
Opposition bringing the matter to
the notice of the House on the 6th
August, 1969, and that the paper
stated on the 1st August that
action had been taken., Therefore
I see no need t{o apologise.

You just said it was the
1st August.
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BILLS (4): INTRODUCTION AND
FIRST READING

1. Western Australian Institute of Tech-
nology Act Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.
Lewis (Minister for Education}, and
read a first time,

2. Land Act Amendment Bill (No. 2).

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.
Bovell (Minister for Lands), and
read a fArst time. -

3. Architects Act Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr. Ross
Hutchinson (Minister for Works),
and read a first time.

4. Inspection of Machinery Act Amend-
ment Bill (No. 2).
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.
O'Neil (M1mster for Labour) and
read a ﬂrst time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: ELEVENTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 27th August,
ﬁn the following motzon by Mr. McPhar-
n.—
That the following Address-in-Reply
go His Excellency’s Speech be agreed
01—
May it please Your Excellency:
We the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of the State of
Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our most Gracious Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased
to address to Parliament,.

MR. BICKERTON (Pilbara) 12.47 pm.):
It is not my intention to delay unduly the
passage of this motion, but there are one
or two matters of a general nature which
I would like to discuss.

I have not the faith some members have
in the debate on the Address-in-Reply as a
medium by which the problems of one's
electorate can be fixed up. The debate
seems to have the effect of filling a few
volumes of Hansard; and now and again
a2 condensed portion is published in the
newspapers. I have not the faith of some
members who usually commence their
speeches by saying that the Address-in-
Reply gives a member an opportunity to
air his complaints and bring them before
the Government. I do not know how
much notice the Government takes.

I think that perhaps sometimes Min-
isters, or their staffs, may go through
Hansard and iake out extracts and then
endeavour to carry out some form- of
rectification, but I canhot ever rememher—
perhaps my complaints were not genuine
enough—aobtaining any prompt rectifi-
cation of problems which I have raised in
the House.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Nalder: You probably never had
complaints, because of the activities of
the Government.

Mr. BICKERTON: I will deal with the
activities of the Government in a moment.
The Minister has a drought on his hands
and I do not want to upset him.

I would point out that there seems to
be less attention given in this place than
in ancther place to the speeches made by
members during the Address-in-Reply
debate. I have been in that Chamber when
the Minister in charge has been replyving
to the debate. He has dealt guite exhaust-
ively in replying to matters raised by mem-
bers—in fact, he has dealt with each
individual matter that has been brought
up. I realise there are more members in
this Chamber and to do this would take
longer, but it would be more gratifying
to members if there were some recog-
nition of the matters they brought for-
ward. If this is not possible perhaps the
matters could be dealt with by communi-
cation to members from the departments.

I will not worry with the parish pump
issues, because they can be dealt with
more effectively in other ways. I would
not like the Government to think that
because I am not dealing with those issues
during the Address-in-Reply everything is
perfect in my area. As I said, I believe
they can be dealt with more effectively in
other ways.

I wish, firstly, to deal with the recent
overseas irip made by the Premier. I
might say, from the outset, that I am not
opposed to such trips. Indeed I applaud
them and I think they are most necessary
at certain times in certain circumstances,
However, if I have any criticism I would
say that I think the trips become some- .
what protracted.

This is the jet age and travel is simple
and fast. It should be possible, perhaps,
for the head of the State to make more
trips but of a shorter duration. When the
Premier is out of the State for months
and months, and the State goes along
fairly smoothly, people are inclined to
inquire whether he is necessary.

I believe the trips are necessary, and I
was rather impressed by the Premier’s
report, at a dinner in this place just
recently, concerning his trip. I think he
gave everyone the impression that he
gained much as a result of it. That brings
me to the main point at issue.

I believe this privilegze should also be
available to the Leader cf the Opposition.
This principle applies in all other States
in the Commonwealth; and i{f the Premier,
as he has told us, gained so much from
his vizit then surely the same could apply
to the Leader of the Opposition. It may be
said that the Leader of the Opposition
could ask for a trip, but I do not believe
this should he the case. The Leader of the
Opposition should not be placed in the



[Thursday, 28 August, 1969.]1

position where he should have to com-
promise in a matter of this nature. It
should be his right over a certain period;
perhaps every five years or some such
period.

The taxpayer is paying the cost of the
trip, in both cases, and the taxpayer is
responsible for our being here and for
maintaining us here. I think a represen-
tative of the Opposition should travel over-
seas, not only to improve the outlook of
the Oprosition, but also to ensure that
what the Premier tells us about various
matters in various places is, in faet, as
good as he maintains.

1 do not think this request is outlandish
and T repeat: the Leaders of the Opposi-
tions in other States make those trips
fairly frequently. I also think that when
he makes a trip he should be accompanied
by the same number of people and ad-
visers as accompany the Premier when he
travels overseas,

Mr. Cash: Who would you suggest should
go with him?

Mr. BICKERTON: I suppose the Premier
has secretarial assistance, and someone to
advise him. I would not lay down who
should go with the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, but I think at least his secretary
should accompany him, or someone from
the administrative side of his department.

Sir David Brand: While speaking, more
or less privately, to the Leader of the Op-
position some time before I went away I
sugeested I was giving consideration to
making such an offer: the Leader of the
Opposition to go overseas on the same
basis as a Minister, having regard to the
conditions and the time involved.

Mr. BICKERTON: I am pleased to hear
that.

Sir David Brand: I have not yet notified
the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. BICKERTON: It should become
something of a right and not just a privi-
lege granted by the Government.

Sir David Brand: I was not going to lay
down any conditions.

Mr. BICKERTON: I would not like to
see the Leader of the Opposition get a trip
just because he got on well with the Pre-
mier. Another Leader of the Obpposition,
who did not get on well with the Premier,
would not get a trip.

Sir David Brand: Probably once every
three years, as has been my case.

Mr. BICKERTON: I wish the Premier
would speak up a little.

Sir David Brand: You have a rather
thick voice today.

Mr. BICKERTON: As a matter of fact,
I do have a thick voice today. It came
rather as a surprise to me to notice that
I had the adjournment of the Address-in-
Reply. I repeat: I do not fancy the idea
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of a trip becoming a favour from the
Government to the Opposition. I would
much prefer a genileman’s agreement
that this sort of thing should take place
from time to time.

Another matter I want to deal with
briefly while I have the attention of the
Minister for the North-West is the lease
fees payahle by iron ore companies. I
refer to mining lease shire rafes. As you
are aware, Mr. Speaker, if you or 1, or any-
one else of this Chamber, should peg a
mineral lease it would not be very long
before we were issued with shire rate
notices to cover the lease.

The iron ore companies, first of all, were
granted temporary reserves which, of
course, are not ratable. However., the
temporary reserves are converfed to min-
ing leases, and at that stage they are
naturally eligible for shire rates. How-
ever, to the best of my knowledge, up to
this time none of the iron ore companies
have paid any shire rates whatsover in
the Pilbara district.

Mr. Court: Some have made ex gratia
pagments whilst the matter is being sorted
aut.

Mr. BICKERTON: I will deal with that
in a moment. I am referring fo the min-
ing leases; those which are ratable by the
shires. T am not referring {oc the towns,
railways, ports, and the rest of the instru-
mentalities that go with the leases. I am
dealing purely and simply with the leases
themselves.

For reasons best known to the Govern-
ment, a committee was set up to reach a
decision on what rates should be paid by
the iron ore companies. To start with,
I see no good reason why the committee
should have been set up. If everyone else
who pegs a lease has to pay the shire rates
in accordance with the rates struck, then
it would be reasonable to ask that the
iron ore companies do likewise.

When we are dealing with the iron ore
company towns and railways, then that is
a slightly different issue because those
facilities have been supplied by the com-
panies themselves. Therefore, it would be
reasonable to say that some special sef of
circumstances may be brought about to
cover rates on what the companies have
supplied. However, the mining leases are
entirely different. The mining leases are
taken up in the same mahner as a lease
would be taken up by any other person.
As I have said, there is no reason what-
soever why the leases should not be ratable
the same as any other lease which is
pegged.

The committee has been sittinz for I do
not know how long—for months and
months. I have asked questions as to
when its recommendations will be brought
down, and I have been informed on every
occassion that it should be in the near



614

future. I have inquired if, when the com-
mittee does bring down its recommenda-
tions, they will be retrospective. Again, I
have been informed that this is something
for the committee to decide.

The shires urgently need those rates
and there is no reason at all why a com-
mittee, if set up to make a decision, has
to take the time which this committee
has taken.

If, in fact, it has to sit as long as it
has done, one wonders what it is going to
hateh when it finishes. I think it must
be sitting on a china egg, judging from
the time it has been there. If the Minis-
ter for the North-West was responsible
for the fertilisation of this egg, I would
say he is one rooster that needs a booster,
because the committee has sat and sat
and hatched nothing. There must be
some reason for this.

In many cases the shires are irate; I
have letters from some of them and they
want tc know when the committee will
reach its conclusions. I asked the Minister
a question on opening day, and he seemed
to think the committee would reach its
conclusions shortly. Perhaps, if you will
permit it, Mr. Speaker, the Minister may
be able to tell me by way of inferjection
when he thinks the committee will make
its report.

Mr. Court: I asked my colleague, the
Minister for Local Government, to see if
he could get the committee to speed up its
report, and he told me the other day he
thought it would be within a few days.
I want to add that the companies are
anxious to get finality. They want to get
the matter resolved. It is not just as easy
as issuing an assessment, because there
is some legal doubt about the position.

Mr. BICKERTON: I can see the problem
where the towns are concerned, but I can-
not see the problem about the leases. All
the companies have to do is to pay the
rates that anyone else would pay for the
leases and I think the shires would be
quite happy.

Mr. Court: It is not quite as simple as
that.

Mr. BICKERTON: It would be simple
if they paid the rates. The ordinary rate-
payer in these areas is rather irate about
the fact that he has to pay rates on his
leases, but companies such as the big
iron ore companies do not pay rates.

I think & committee was set up recently
in cannection with the drought condi-
tions. That committee seemed to reach g
few conclusions—patticularly after the
Opposition got into this matter—very
guickly indeed. So, if finality is required,
I am sure the Government can get thas
committee—because the Government con-
trols it—to come to its conelusions so
that justice is done where the shires in
the Pilbara are concerned.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister referred to ex gralia pay-
ments, but I think these would not be
in connection with the mining leases; the
payments would be in connection with the
townsites. This was certainly the case at
Hamersley, and also at Mt. Newman where
the town of Port Hedland was concerned.
However, it is a different matter when re-
ferring to the committee’s recommenda-
tions with regard to shire rating of iron
ore leases.

The only other point with which I wish
to deal is the matter of standing com-
mittees, and this is an issue to which I
would like the Premier to give some at-
tention, as this is an egg that he has been
sitting on for something like two years.
A motion was introduced in this Cham-
ber some time ago calling upon the Gov-
ernment to set up Parliamentary standing
committees. The Premier amended that
motion to the effect that the Govern-
ment would examine the advisability of
setting up such committees,

Questions have been asked from time
to time, and the Premier gives the same
stereotyped reply: the matter is still under
consideration. It is well known that all
other Parliaments have parliamentary
standing committees—particularly on pub-
lic works. We all know the value of these
committees; but Parliament these days has
become more and more a control by the
Executive.

We all know that party politics operate,
and to the best of our knowledge there
is no alternative to this—at the moment,
at any rate. So there is considerable
controi, I suppose one would call it,
within party rooms. Certfainly there is
mich discussion within party rooms, and
once that discussion has taken place on
the Government’s side of the House, very
little discussion takes place within this
Chamber.

As this control applies in present-day
politics, and as the custom seems to be
more and more Government by Executive
and less and less by the hack benches, then
surely the only chance the average mem-
ber of Parliament has of playing some
role and having some say in the affairs of
the State is via standing committees.

A public works standing committee
which, as I have previously pointed out in
this Chamber, would investigate the ad-
visability of, say, undertaking a large publjc
work, would be able to supply to members
of Parliament, per medium of its reports,
all of the details in connection with that
publie work before the matter was debated
in Parliament. This would mean that the
average member of Parliament would be
much more fully informed. Furthermore,
if necessary he would have the opportun-
ity of going before the committee if he
felt he wished to have some say in the
approval or otherwise of the particular
project.
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This is not a matter of trying anything
new. This system works. It works in
every other Parliament. It works in the
House of Commons, and in the Common-
wealth Parliament. There may be delays,
but in some instances perhaps delays are
necessalry. However, if we want Parlia-
ment to operate as a Parliament should
operate we will have to have parliamentary
standing committees.

I will not argue the point on the issue
of whether the members of these commit-
tees should be paid or whether they should
be honorary. If one of the objections of the
Government to these committees is that
they would be costly because of the need
to pay the members of them, let us have
them without payment and see how they
work. In any case, whatever may be the
cost of operating such committees, I do
not think it would be any greater than
some of the costs involved in various
blunders that take place from time to
time under the present system.

With a standing works committee, I
doubt whether the circumstances could
have come about concerning the cancel-
ling, midway, of the contract for the Main
Roads Department building. I think that
possibly a proper investigation by a stand-
ing works committee of the financial
standing, etc., of the particular contrac-
tor may have revealed some interesting
facts which eould have prevented whab
took place. )

Sir David Brand: Do you think a
standing committee on public works in
New South Wales—if there had been one,
of course—would have prevented the
problems with the Opera House?

Mr. BICKERTON: I have not read the
report of the public works committee on
the Opera House; but bear in mind that
the Premier has picked on rather a strange
matter—the building was simply some-
thing that had never been constructed
before—and I doubt whether anyone, even
the architect who designed it, could have
predicted all the problems which came
about.

Sir David Brand: But a committee could
have looked into the facts before the pro-
ject was started, and maybe it could have
foreseen some of the difficulties which
have emerged.

Mr. BICKERTON: I think the Premier
is drawing 2 long bow in regard to the
Opera House. We are talking about nor-
mal public works, and, as I have pointed
out to the Premier in the House before—
and I have read reperts from South Aus-
tralia—an investigation committee would
in many instances prevent the Govern-
ment from going ahead with something
which could be as risky as the projeet to
which I have just referred.

However, the public works committee is
but one standing committee. Another
committee which is absolutely essential in
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present-day parliamentary conditions is a
subordinate legislation committee. Prac-
tically every piece of legislation that goes
through this Chamber has provision in it
for the Minister to make regulations.

Sir David Brand: How many of these
committees exist in  Australian Parlia-
ments?

Mr. BICKERTON: I know of three.
Sir David Brand: Where?

Mr. BICKERTON: They exist in South
Australia, Victoria, and New South
Wales. In the case of regulations, we
know that under the Interpretation Act
they must go through a set procedure.
The regulations are made by the Minister
and tabled in Parliament, and the Inter-
pretation Act contains provisions for such
regulations to be disallowed in Parliament.

There are many regulations, as we all
know, and it is difficult for the average
member of Parliament to keep up with
them. It would he necessary for him to
read every Government Gazette to know
that they had even been made; or he
would have to make a very close study of
the regulations as they were tabled in
Parliament.

If a standing committee were appoinied
to control this aspect, its job would be to
bring to the notice of members any in-
formation that might be necessary, and
for the committee itself to see that the
regulations were in order. It could also
issue reports which could be easily and
readily obtained and read by members.

In other words, at all time Parliament
would have a watchdog operating on any
reguiations, by-laws, and so on, that
might be made. It might be true to say
that very few of us in this House read
regulations unless someone specifically
brings them to our attention. The job of
a subordinate legislation commitiee would
be to study every regulation made under
any Statute and to report on it. The
sooner weg reach that desirable set of
circumstances the better.

Accordingly I would remind the Premier
it 1s my intention to reintroduce during
th_e present session a motion in connection
with this matter. It is possible that by
then the Premier will have something to
tell us on these parliamentary committees.
But, until such time as we get them, I feel
sure that Government by Executive will
continue and the role of the average back-
bench member of Parliament will be as in-
effective as it had been in the past.

MR. I. W. MANNING (Wellington)
[3.13 pm.1: Despite the opening com-
ments of the member for Pilbara. I should
like to take this opportunity to add some
remarks fo those made by other members
when speaking to the motion for the adop-
tion of the Address-in-Reply.
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I would first like to take the opportunity.
on behalf of the people I have the honour
to represent in this Parliament, to extend
congratulations to the Premier (Sir David
Brand) on the honour conferred on him
by Her Majesty. This has brought much
favourable comment from my electorate
and it is with great pleasure that I pass
on this comment.

When 1 first entered Parliament some 19
years ago I raised the matter of the Old
Coast Road and the need to develop and
seal it with a view to msaking it a major
higchway., I am glad to say that the
finishing touches are now being put to
that road; so, for the next 20 vears, I will
be able to turn my attention to some other
prchlem.

Mr. Jamieson: Is it complete?
Mr. Bovell: Yes.

Mr. I. W, MANNING: At this point I
would like to say that the jrrigation
Iarmers are pressing for additional water
storage to meet the ever-increasing demand
for water for irrigation purposes. Addi-
tional storage is reguired to fully cater for
existing needs and to provide a safe draw
in the dams, especially in the event of light
winter rains. It is also needed to provide
for the requirements of the future. It is
only by this means thalt we can continue
to lift production from such irrigation
areas, because increased production will
only come from the use of additional water.

Irrigation farming is becoming a very
scientific exercise; it has to be, because the
irrigation faymers, like all farmers today,
are faced with rising costs on the one hand
- and falling or static incomes on the other.
There is also a need for increased pro-
duction from these areas in the interesis
of the State, and in this connection 1
would mention briefly the whole-milk in-
dustry.

The consumption of whole
Western Australia in 1950 was
mately 10,250,000 gallons, but
this consumption increased to
mately 20,500,000 gallons, The consum-
ption doubled in 18 years, and it is
estimated that by 1980 the consumption
will have increased by an additional
20,000,000 gallons,

The greatest opportunity to increase the
production of milk and to cater for the
growing market cbviously rests with the
irrigation districts. If the consumption of
whole milk is to double in the next 10
vears I think it is urgent that we should
give consideration to increased water
storage.

Very largely the same story could be
told about bheef production. Most of the
sources of the supply of bheef during the
difficult months of March, April, May, and
June, are from the irrigation districts.
There is also an ever-increasing demand
for fat cattle during the autumn months,
and here again we can only get increased
producticn from an increasing and more
scientific use of water.

milk in
approxi-
in 1968
approxi-
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Farmers in these areas need additional
water to permit them greaier Hexibility
in its use to permit mere frequent
waterings and flooding on dry land in
the early dutumn.sp as to give the new
season’s grass an early start.

The member for Collie suggested that
some of the sheep from the drought-
affected areas could be agisted in the
south-west. In the irrigation areas there
is no drought—certainly not at the mom-
ent—and with thé scientific use of water
an opportunity would be provided for
greater production.

I would like now to turnt to the butter-
fat industry. In recent years we have
spoken in this House ahout the dairy farm
improvement scheme. That scheme and the
consolidation plan which operated proved a
great suecess, but the dairy farmer in the
butterfat area is again looking to the
future iIn an endeavour to find better
markets for his produce. This, of course,
is quite a fair outlook on his part.

The Capel River is, approximately, the
boundary between the whole milk zone
and the butterfat areas. Bevond the Capel
River the Milk Board does not issue
licenses for whole-milk production. I
suggest that the time is now ripe to re-
move this arbitrary boundary between the
two dairying districts. I see no virtue in
retaining such a boundary any longer. I
daresay the thinking behind the original
establishment of the boundary was in
regard to transport costs as they related
to milk.

However, with the tanker pickup and the
modern facilities available there is no
great need for retaining it on that score.
It would have many advantages, too, be-
cause the farmers in the butteriat areas
would also see the possibility in the future
of being licensed. I am not suggesting
the Milk Board, at this point of time,
should go out and issue licenses left,
right, and centre, but I do think the arbi-
trary line should be removed. This would
permit the Milk Board to receive applica-
tiohs from farmers interested in seeking
a liecense to preduce whole milk. It would
also sound out the area and, at the same
time, offer encouragement to those farmers
who desired to eventually go inio whole
milk,

When speaking about irrigation earlier,
I indicated that there had besn a steep
increase in the consumption of whole milk
and I predicted that by 1980 we could
double this consumption figure. I have
suggested that increased quantities by
certain ways and means could come from
the existing whole-milk districts and
from the fringe of the whole-milk area,
which is an extensive dairying district pro-
ducing butterfat.

Mr. Davies: Does the boundary mean
that anyone south of the Capel River is
not allowed to produce whole milk?
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Mr. I. W, MANNING: Yes. The boun-
dary beyond which licenses are not issued
is approximately the Capel River. The
side benefit of this, of course, is the
throughput of the various dairy factories
in the area. Today a sgreat quantity of
manufacturing milk comes from milk pro-
duced by the whole-milk dairies. These
dairies are producing over their contract
guantity and the milk is being used for
manufacturing purposes. A large per-
centage of manufactured dairy products
comes from this source.

In the interests of these milk depots
and dairy factories, I think permission to
produce milk in the butterfat areas ought
to be given to encourage the farmers in
those areas. I do not think I need re-
mind the House that today, in Western
Australia, we are falling far short of pro-
ducing our own requirements of butter.
There is a further comment I would like
to make in regard to the arbitrary boun-
dary. In New South Wales there is a
pegeed boundary of the milk zone and this
has created a great deal of resentment
among farmers beyond the boundary.
While the same resentment is not being
expressed by the butterfat producers in
Western Australia, unless we offer them
some hepe for the future, we will have re-
sentment to deal with.

While I am speaking of production, I
would like to indicate briefly some figures
which are applicable and which I picked
up out of a publication a moment or two
ago. It says that the population of Asia
and Africa is growing at the rate of 2.4
per cent., while that of Latin America is
growing at 3 per cent. per annum. This
last figure means that the population will
double in 23 years: and world ecoenomists
forecast that the continents of Asia and
Latin America will be in the grip of famine
by the early 1970s. The effect of the
population problem will be a major factor
facing the world from 1975 onwards.

Various parts of Australia have suffered
drought conditions for several years and
it is possible that some other nations are
in for lean years in the near future. In
the light of the figures I have just guoted,
I would like to say to the Minister for
Works that an early start on the new
weir at Harvey is imperative. I trust he
Izns got the message.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I have got the
message, but not the money,

Mr. Brady: Same old excuse.

Mr. I. W. MANNING: I think I would
be failing in my duty if I did not say
something about potatoes, which have
been a live topic for some months now
in my electorate. The potato industry is
one to which I have given a great deal
of thought, particularly in regard to the
dissatisfaction which has been expressed
in many quarters, and I have endeavoured
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to do something about it. However, up
to date, I have had very little success. I
have made suggestions which I thought
might help the industry along, but they
do not seem to have found favour in the
quarters to which they were directed.

I have suggested that, for Western Aus-
tralian marketing, the growers should be
licensed on a tonnage or quantity basis,
in lieu of the acreage basis as at present,
The license itself should be a continuing
one and the subject of a signed contract
between the grower and the board. In
this I see the opportunity of ensuring more
equity in returns to the growers in the
different gdistricts. This contractural ar-
rangement could prevent defections from
the organised marketing system. At the
moment it would appear that the big men
are getting bigger and the small ones are
getting out.

Mr. Brady: You are getting onto Karl
MarX; you had better be careful,

Mr. I. W. MANNING: I have not worked
out where Karl Marx fits into the picture,
but I would go further and say that the
question of the manufacture of potatoes
is one to which some thought has been
given. A number of people have expressed
interest in this, but one of the problems
facing the manufacturer in Western Aus-
tralia is the cost of potatoes as against
the finished product. I think it is gener-
ally known that potatoes grown in West-
ern Austrelia have a higher moisture con-
tent than those grown in the Eastern
States. FPor this reason it takes more
potatoes to produce a given quantity of
the finished product.

I think that in licensihg on a tonnage,
instead of an acreage, basis, the surplus
which would result could be directed to
manufacturing at a lower cost. Like the
whole-milk producer, the farmer would
receive a given sum for his quota quantity
and then—also like the milk producer—
he could dispose of his surplus at a lesser
price to the manufacturer.

Mr. H. D. Evans: Have you worked out
how to control sales?

Mr. I. W. MANNING: I see no problem
in the control of sales, because prior to
the 1967 amendment to the Act the activi-
ties of the board were directed towards
preventing the black-marketing of pota-
toes. People who do not want to abide
by the rules of the game do not usually
last very long.

I suggest, too, that provision should be
made by way of permits to give growers
an opportunity to enter into contracts with
interstate and overseas markets. Many
potato growers have told me that at cer-
tain times of the year, while they are in
short supply, it is possible to ¢apitalise on
Fastern States markets. This is only for
a very limited period, but growers in the
district which I represent could, at the
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appropriate time of the year, grow pota-
toes to take advantage of the particular
market they have in mind.

The board has said that production for
the Eastern States is uneconomic, Of
course, this is generally so; and when the
hoard exports to the East, only the sur-
plus potatoes go and the board saccepts
whatever price it can get. People have
also indicated that they are interested in
producing potatoes for the overseas market.
The hoard itself has tried to enter this
field. I do not know how successful it
has been, but a number of people have
been frustrated by the fact that they could
not get a permit to grow for the overseas
market.

Another maftter in which I am particu-
larly interested concerns the point that
the power to revoke the license of a grower
should be exercised only by a court. In
support of that line of thinking I would
like to tell the House that some 12 years
ago 1,200 farmers were licensed to grow

potatoes in Western Australia. Today,
only 600 growers hold licenses. In 1958
there were 130 potato growers in the

Harvey-Benger-Brunswick district. Cur-
rently, 23 growers hold licenses in that
area. I think it is generally known that
the Harvey-Benger-Brunswick distriet has,
over a long period, been one of the main
potato-growing areas of Western Australia.

There would probably be a number of
reasons for a decline of this magnitude
but, undoubtedly, the majority of the
growers would have been delicensed by the
board for breaches of the Acet. The denial
of a license to & grower is a very severe
penalty and threatens his livelthood. It
should not be left to the administrative
guthority to determine. As a penalty, it
is far more severe than a fine, which can
be imposed only by a court. ‘Therefore,
the power to suspend licenses for specific
periods in appropriate cases should be ex-
ercised by the courb.

As is known, the existence of half an
acre of potatoes on a Dproperty is prima
facie evidence of the illegal growing of
potatoes. To sell potatoes out of the
State, no matter how small the guantity,
would cost a grower his license for life.
This was proved by a Brunswick potato
grower named John Papalia who chose to
go to gaol rather than pay the fine. He
did this in an effort to highlight the in-
justice done to him by the board. I think
it is absolutely imperative that the
authority to pass judgment of this
magnitude should be entrusted only to the
court and the appeal system which is part
and parcel of our judicial system. I hope
the Government will take an interest in
this matter and do something about it.

I have another problem which I regard
as one of some magnitude. I refer to the
question of probate. This subject has
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been mentioned in the paper recently and
expressions of opinion have come from
both the Liberal Party and the Country
Party. I have been concerned with this
subject for some time because the problem
is an ever-mounting worry to the farmer
with a family. The probate, or estate
duty tax, imposed on the land is having
a crippling effect.

The effect is most noticeable among
whole-milk producers where the milk
quota is, for probate duty purposes, valued
at $180 per gallon. This figure is added
to the value of the property. During the
recent lean years many farmers in Wes-
tern Australia have had their incomes
considerably reduced. Strange as it may
seem the value of the properties has
escalated. Added to that are the every-
day increasing costs and liabillties.

widows and surviving sons are finding
that instead of being left a property from
which they can make a living, they have
been left what is proving to be a mill-
stone around their necks for the rest of
their lives. I have taken out a calculation
for what would be the probate on an
average dairy farm producing whole milk.

Mr. Graham: First of all, what would
a dairy farm be worth, on an average?

Mr. I. W, MANNING: In my view,
$120,000 would be the average value. My
calculation shows the buildings and sheds
would be worth $20,000—that is, the cow
palace reguired by the Milk Board—the
farmhouse, some $15,000; the quota with
an estate duty tax value of $20,000—for
an average bproperty—and the stock,
about $12,000. That would give an
estate worth some $187,000 and, under
all the concessions available, the cheapest
probate duty would be $73.214. I have
worked out my calculation wunder the
column headed “Surviving sons, infant
children, wholly dependent adult children,
and wholly dependent widowed mother.”
As is known, there are four different cate-
gories under which probate is assessed and
they include “Adulf children who are not
dependent and all other issue”; “Parents
other than wholly dependent mother”;
“Brothers and sisters”; and “Any other
heneficiaries.”

I am not so concerned with “any other
beneficiaries.” But I am concerned with
the first two categories where the property
passes from parent to children whether
it be to widow and infant children or
to adult son. I think the Government
should look very closely at this, because
I notice there is a steadily rising refurn
to the Treasury under the heading of
“Estate duty tax.”

In 1967-68, the return to the Treasury
was $5,197,869. For 1968-69, the refurn
was $6,364,180. So I think there is an
opportunity, surely, for granting some
easement in certain respeets. I notice
from a comment made by the Federal
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Treasurer that the Federal Government
is offering some easement with regard to
the estate duty tax. I am surprised that
the Federal Treasury has remained in this
field, because it is a field which is heavily
taxed by the State. The State would know
best how to provide concessions and I
keenly support this category arrangement

Mr. Brady: Has the member for Welling-
ton ever considered the savings in gift
gu:.yoby comparing probate as against gift

uty?

Mr. I. W. MANNING: Yes; there is g
chart available which sets out gift duty,
but it would seem to me from the chart
that there is not very much to be gained
by giving the estate away.

Mr, Brady: That is the way I feel about
it myself.

Mr. I. W. MANNING: Also, there have
been many attempts made by learned
people to advise property owners how to
dispose of their estates before death. But
this seems to me to have only created a
great deal of confusion within the families.

I was starting to say that I believe the
Federal Treasury ought to withdraw from
this fleld of taxation. It is one which it
could clearly withdraw from and leave
to the States, because the State authori-
ties could then more readily assess what
is a fair duty tax on estates. I think we
have got a little carried away with this,
because probate duty is something which
was designed to break up the estates of
English barons in the old days and to break
up the feudal system itself. I do not think
there is any need in this country to advance
that argument in support of continuing
a high rate of duty.

I would like to give some attention to
the Mining Act. Strange as it may seem,
those people exploring for minerals are
very active ih the South-West Land
Division and in particular the dairy dis-
triets. They are mainly exploring for heavy
minerals, such as ilmenite in particular,
and there is a variety of people represent-
ing many companies operating in the area
of my electorate at the moment.

These people are going on to farming
properties without first giving notice to
the farmers that they are about to move
over the land exploring for minerals and
pegging the area. This practice is frowned
upon considerably by the land holders con-
cerned. My appeal to the Government is
that it should have a logk at the Mining
Act to see if it ean be tidied up, and to
require mineral explorers--particularly in
the closely settled areas—to seek per-
mission from land holders before entering
their properties.

There have been some unfortunate cases
where vehicles have been driven backwards
and forwards across pasture and have
damasged it; gates have been left open, and
stock have got out; and in one or two
instances stock have got onto the railway
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line causing grave concern to the farmers
involved,

Mr. Davies: You should apply the same
conditions as the Government applies to
mushroomers.

Mr. I. W. MANNING: I would very much
like to. I think it is wrong that outsiders
can come in and more or less take over
people’s land without any consideration for
the property of others. I hope something
can be done about this. As I have said,
farmers are objecting strongly and they
are backed up in this instance by the shires
concerned—and I am speaking now of the
Harvey and Dardanup shires in particular.

I offer my support to the motion before
the House and I trust it will be carried.

Question put and passed; the Address-
in-Reply thus adopted.

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.5 p.m.

DAIRY INDUSTRY ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading
MRE. NALDER (Katanning—Minister for
Agriculture) (48 p.m.]l: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

The purpose of this measure is to repeal
a provision inh the Dairy Industry Act,
1922-1953, that requires the manager of
every dairy produce factory to forward to
suppliers of milk or cream an annual
account in the form prescribed showing the
charge levied for the manufacture and
sale of all dairy produce manufactured
during the previous year. The account must
also indicate the quantity and value of
milk or cream of each grade for which
suppliers have been paid during that
period.

There have heen many changes in the
industry since this provision was included
in the Act in 1936, and the producer now
receives this information on his menthly
statement, thereby making the annual
return redundant.

No other Australian Stale has a similar
provision in its dairy industry Act and
this requirement not only serves no useful
purpose, but is, in faect, the cause of
avoidable expense and work on the part of
the dairy produce factories.

The repeal of section 15(2) of the Dairy
Industry Act, provided in this Bill, will
remove the necessity for a dairy produce
factory to submit an annual account to
each supplier of milk or cream.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
H. D. Evans,

WHEAT MARKETING ACT
CONTINUANCE BILL

Second Reading

MR. NALDER (Katanning—Minister for
Agriculture) [4.11 p.m.]: I move—

That the Blll be now read a second
time,
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The existing Wheat Marketing Act was
continued for a further five years in 1964
and that period is due to expire on the
31st October, 1969; hence the need for this
continuance measure.

For the benefit of members who may not
he aware of the reason for the retention of
this Act when we already have on the
Statute book the Wheat Industry Stabili-
sation Act, which is complementary to the
Commonwealth Act that controls the wheat
stabilisation scheme, I would like to ex-
plain some of the background to this
legislation.

The original Wheat Marketing Act was
passed in 1947 when the marketing of
wheat was under the contrel of the Com-
monwealth, under the Defence Act, which
was due to expire at the end of that year.

In view of the uncertainty of the pos-
ition regarding the marketing of wheat at
that time, it was decided to legislate to
provide wheatgrowers in this State with
their own marketing system. 'The main
provision of the Act was to set up a
marketing hoard to function in the case of
an emergency in regard to the marketing
of wheat. The legislation has since been
renewed so that the present expiry date is,
as I;reviously mentioned, the 31st October
next.

Although the Act was passed in 1947, it
has never been used for the reason that,
in the intervening years, as a result of
agreement between the States on common
policy, the wheat industry stabilisation
scheme came into being in 1953, and has
been in coperation ever since.

Any breakdown in wheat marketing
arrangements with the Commonwealth,
although unlikely, would be covered by the
continuation of the Wheat Marketing Act
in this State.

This continuance measure will be avail-
able should the occasion ever arise when
the State finds it necessary to implement
its own arrangements for the marketing
of wheat and, while I trust we are not
faced with this possibility, we will never-
theless be armed with this precautionary
legislation,

Might I add that I consider there is not
any doubt this is a wise precaution, and I
do not have any fear that the House will
not agree to the Bill, especially in view of
the fact that we appreciaie the value of
the industry to this State. Should a situa-
tion arise, such as I have outlined, the
whole operation of the marketing scheme
could immediately be implemented in West-
ern Australia. The value of organised
markefing has been proved, especially in
regard to wheat, and, as I have said, the
value of the industry to Western Australia
indicates that a provision of this nature
is warranted.

As a result, the Government has agreed
to present the measure to Parliament with
the object of having the legislation avail-
able on the Statute book should any situa-
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tion arise whereby it becomes necessary

for the State to market wheat on its own.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.

Tonkin (Leader of the Opposition).

METROPOLITAN MARKET ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR. NALDER (Katanning—Minister for
Agriculture) [4.16 p.m.1: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second

time.

This Bill to amend the Metropolitan
Market Act follows advice to the Metro-
politan Market Trust that the Act is de-
ficient generally faor the control of traffic
within the trust’s property; and legal
opinion obtained indicates that the present
traffic control in the market, or any ex-
tension by way of regulation, may be
open to challenge.

In view of the problem, it is the con-
sidered opinion of the trust’s legal counsel
that it should seek to have express powers
ineluded in the Act to control vehicular
movement or vehieular standing, and at
the same time include an “owner onus”
provision such as that to be found in the
Traffic Act.

“Ownel onus” control has been in opera-
tion in the Melbourne market for nearly
two years and has proved to be most sue-
cessful. It is contended that this method
of control has saved up to 80 per cent. in
inspectors’ time in waiting to warn people
who have committed a parking infringe-
ment, and also the time involved in fol-
lowing the case through in the court.

When Market Place is refurned to the
trust following the alteration of the traffic
flow through Dyer Street, control of traffic
and parking will increase considerably and
the trust will need to have express powers
including “owner onus” control to cope
with the situation for the whole of the
market.

Any fines and penalties imposed as a
result of the amendment will be paid into
the Consolidated Revenue Fund.

Debhate adjourned, on .motion by Mr,
Graham (Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion).

SOIL FERTILITY RESEARCH ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR. NALDER (Katanning-—Minister for

Agriculture) [4.20 p.m.j: I move—
That the Bill be now read a second

time.

The amendments provided in this Bill are
required for two reasons. Firstly, advice
has been received from the Farmers' Union
of Western Australia that the name of the
bariey and oats section of that organisa-
tion has been changed to the coarse grains
section; and, secondly, what was previously
known as “The Trustees for the time being
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of the Wheat Pool of Western Australia”
is now identifled as “The Grain Pool of
W.AY

Under section 4 of the existing Soil
Fertility Research Act the trustees ap-
pointed are—

(a) the president for the time being
of the wheat section and the
president for the time bheing of
the barley and oats section of the
Farmers’ Union of Western Aus-
tralia (Inc.);

(b) the two vice presidents for the
time being of the wheat section of
the Farmers’ Union of Western
Australia (Inc.);

(¢> the Director for the time being
of the Institute of Agriculture of
the University of Western Aus-
tralia; and

(d) a person nominated from time to
time by the trustees for the time
being of the wheat pool of West-
ern Australia.

Following the change in title of the barley
and oats section of the Farmers’ Union
and the trustees of the wheat pool, it
becomes necessary to amend the Act to
conform with the present designation of
these organisations. The latter change
was effected by an amendment to the
Grain Pool Act by Act No. 18 of 1962,
while the Farmers’ Union altered the
name of the section concerned by resolu-
tion of the general executive of the union
at a meefing held on the 3rd May, 1968.
Cecnsequently, there is also provision in the
Bill to fix this date as the commencement
date for the amendments to come into
operation.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Jamieson.

BILLS (2): MESSAGES
Appropriations
Messages from the Governor received
ahnd read recommending appropriations
for the purposes of the following Bills:—
I. Wheat Marketing Act Continuance
Bill.

2. Exmouth Gulf Solar Salt Industry
Agreement Bill,

EXMOUTH GULF SOLAR SALT
INDUSTRY AGREEMENT BILL

Second Reading
MR. COURT (Nedlands—Minister for

Industrial Development) {425 pm.l:
I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Before members is a Bill, the purpose of
which is to ratify an agreement daied
the 2nd May, 1969, between the State and
Exmouth Salt Pty. Ltd. for the production
and export of salt from an area south
of Onslow on the shores of Exmouth Gulf.
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The company has had a temporary re-
serve under the Mining Act over the area
since December, 1965, and has carried out
a thorough investigation to determine the
suitability of the site for production of
solar salt.

Comprehensive testing of soil conditions
has proved that the salt flats are imper-
vious. Net evaporation of the area is in
excess of 120 inches per annum, and there
is every indieation that salt of very good
guality can be produced.

Initially it is proposed that the salt
after hervesting and washing will be placed
in barges and loaded into ships lying at
anchor in the sheltered waters of Exmouth
Culf. Later, as export tonnages build up,
the company proposes to develop a deep
water loading terminal at '“Y"” Island which
is shown on the plan that I will ask per-
mission to table at the conclusion of my
remarks,

The agreement is conditional on the
company satisfying the State that it has
entered into satisfactory contracts for the
sale of salt, and that it has arranged the
necessary finance to complete the works.

Originally it was thought it would be
possible to introduce this ratifying legis-
lation in the sutumn sitting of the first
session of the 26th Parliament, 1969, and
clause 3 provided for the passaze of the
Eill prior to the 30th day of June, 1869,
¢v such later day as the parties may agree
upon., Agreement has been reached on the
extension of the 30th day of June, 1969,
{2 the 31st day of October, 19§9.

The agreement provides that the com-
pany will be able to obtain a renewal of
the temporary reserve until the 30th day
of June, 1979. The reason for this pro-
vision is that the temporary reserve, as
originally granted, covered an area of 768
souare miles. This area was for study
purposes, The original ares is considered
{0 be in excess of the company’s require-
ments and it has been agreed that initially
the company will only be granted a lease
of 30,000 acres, which could be more than
sufficient for the company's planned pro-
guection of 800,000 tons per annum. On
the plan which I will table, the leased area
within the temporary reserve area |is
shown.

With the developing salt market in
Japan it may be possible for the company
to increase its share of the market in the
future, and provision is made in the agree-
ment that further areas, being part of the
temporary reserve, up to a maximum of
60,000 acres may be leased to the company
if it satisfies the Government that a mar-
ket exists for the additional production,

The agreement provides that the plant
zhall be constructed so that it will have
a capacity of noft less than 500,000 tons
of salt per annum and cost not less than
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$3,000,000. Construction and establish-
of the plant shall be completed not later
than the 31st December, 1972,

Royalty payable by the company is the
same as that payable by other salt com-
panies—

On the first 500,000 tons in any
year—5¢ per ton.

On the second 500,000 tons in any
year—6.25¢ per fon.

On all tonnages in excess of 1,000,000
tons in any year—7.5¢ per ton.

The agreement provides that there shall
be a review of salt prices every seven
years so that an adjustment of rental and
royalty payments can be made. The
company will be liable to provide any
necessary housing for employees.

Clause 22 of the agreement provides for
the use of the company's facilities by third
parties, subject to the payment of reason-
able charges.

I should add that this is the sixth agree-
ment the State has had with companies
intending to produce and export salt. At
the present time three of the companies—
Shark Bay Salt Pty. Lid.; Leslie Salt Co.:
and Texada Mines Pty. Ltd.—are export-
ing.

Mr. Bickerton: How do the other com-
panies feel about the introduction of a
new company?

Mr. COURT: I will comment on that
under the heading of “Markets.” Dampier
Salt Ltd. has commenced construction of
its pan system, and Lefroy Salt Pty. Ltd.
is proceeding with its planning.

Exmouth Salt Pty. Ltd. originally was
a wholly-owned Western Australian com-
pany. Because of the amount of capital
required an overseas partner was necessary
and William PBaird Mining Co. of the
United Kingdom has taken up a majority
shareholding. William Baird Mining Co.
is a very well-known organisation and we
were pleased it joined the local syndicate,
which would otherwise have been in some
difficulty in arranging the necessary
finance for this project.

The final line-up of partners has hot
vet been officially submitted to, and ap-
proved by, the Government, but it is ex-
pected it will be a combination of the local
syndicate, the English company of William
Baird Mining Co., and a Japanese com-
ponent. All of the parties under considera-
tion are acceptable to the Government. 1
might point cut that one of the conditions
we have made is that Western Australian
ownership must be not less than 20 per
cent.

Exports are expected to commence in
the latter part of 1870. In 1971 it is
planned that over 600,000 tons of salt will
be shipped and from 1972 onwards ex-
ports could run at a rate of not less than
800,000 tons per annum.
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The project initially will employ less
than 50 persons and therefore cannot be
considered a major employer. However,
it is located in an area which has not
benefited directly from the great projects
that have been undertaken north of the
26th paraliel in recent years, which makes
it important, as more and more similar
developments are needed if our plan to
develop and populate the north-west, and
make use of its vast resources, is to pro-
gress.

Regardless of the comparatively small
number of employees in salt production,
it is an export industry and it has the great
advantage that it uses land which was
pn]aviously considered to have no economie
value.

The member for Pilbara asked how this
was looked upon by other companies, and
that is a very appropriate question.
Naturally most companies in any business
would prefer no competitors at all. How-
ever, having considered the matter with
great care, the Government decided it was
desirable to have more than one or two
of these solar salt producing projects if
the State is to become an increasing and
substantial supplier of salt to the Japanese
chemical industry. We hope eventually
we will supply other countries and some
of the Australian market. Because of
the very low f.0.b. value of salt, which is
less than %4 a ton, it is not the sort of
commodity which c¢an compete at the
moment in countries like Europe. How-
ever, with some of the chemical industries
in the world developing deeper direct ports,
it is expected we will become more com-
petitive in other countries.

Mr. Jamieson; Which are the principal
salt countries now, then?

Mr. COURT: From our point of view,
Japan is the main prospect.

Mr. Jamieson: I mean salt producers,

Mr. COURT: Mexico is a very big
producer and other countries like India
produce it, as do some of the African
countries. In fact, most countries in this
particular latitude have some part of their
country capable of producing similar salt.

Mr. Jamieson: All very unsattractive to
the developers though.

Mr. COURT: They are in the main.

Mr. Jamieson: For cbvious political
reasons.

Mr. COURT: From our point of view it
is a good thing, because we are able to
turn valueless tidal flats into something
productive.

Mr. Bickerton: I was asking regarding
the market itself, particularly the
Japanese market. It must have a satura-
tion point from the chemical industry point
of view.
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Mr. COURT: I want to try to put this
all into place if I may continue with my
remarks in their logical sequence. I was
trying to answer the member for Belmont
at the same time. Completing my com-
menis on the Interjection of the member

for Belmont, I would say there are other

countries which produce salt from means
other than the normal solar system. There
are countries which have prodigious quan-
tities of salt in mines which they mine
in a rather conventional way as distinet
from the methods we employ.

Even in our own State we have three
different methods. There is the Leslie Salt
type of project at Port Hedland. There
is the Texada project at Lake McLeod near
Carnarvon, which is an entirely different
type, and which we hope will eventually
also produce potash, There is the third
type at Lake Lefroy.

I can understand the concern of some
of the producers when they look at the
world’s market, but we feel that by 1978,
it not before, the Japanese market will
absorb 4,000,000 additional tons of salt per
year. We also believe there will be scope
for most, if not all, of our projects to make
an economic contribution to this require-
ment. The chemical industry is probably
the fastest growing industry in the world
and salt is a basic requirement of that
industry.

There is another reason why the buyers
are anxious we should have more than one
source of salt, and that is the fact that if,
for instance, there is a heavy wet season
in the Port Hedland area and heavy
cyclonic rains fall two or three times dur-
ing the year, the salt harvesting rate could
be retarded considerably. However, it is
most unlikely that those same cyclonic
conditions would be experienced in all the
areas—Port Hedland, Dampier, and
Shark Bay, as well as Texada, Lake Lefroy,
gnd the new one we are discussing, which
is to be established at Exmouth.

My own view is that the situation will
be logicaliy sorted out. All the projects
will not come into full production im-
mediately, but on an increasing basis which
will be approximately the rate at which
the potential market in Japan will develop.

I should also add that we are still se-
tively negotiating an industry in Western
Australis whieh will process salt in order
to give us caustic soda for the alumina
industry, which is a very hig user of
caustic soda. However, our main problem
at the moment is to find an outlet for
the chlorine, because the industry which
produces the caustic soda produces chlorine
in approximately the same quantity. The
amount of chlorine we use in a year is so
terribly small that it does not matter.

Mr. Jamieson: You ought to try to drink
the water out our way before you decide
whether we use very lttle chlorine.
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Mr. COURT: I would not encourage the
Minister for Water Supplies to use double
the dose in order to utilise the chlerine,
because tf he did he would still make no
impression on the amount produced in an
industry processing 200,000 tons of our salt.
However, we are making steady progress
and I believe that within fwo years at the
latest we will have managed to find an
answer. ‘The problem is getting rid of
the chlorine, so we have to find a way to
convert it to a transportable material.

Mr. Jamieson: Who is interested in it?
Is ICI?

Mr. COURT: No. We have a multi-
national group, because what we have to
do is find another country short of chlorine
and fortunately for us—apd this is our
greatest hope in the matter—most of the
highly industrialised countries like Britain,
Europe, and Japan, want chlorine. We
have this awful problem of having caustic
soda in places where it is not wanted and
the reverse with chlorine. We are en-
deavouring to find ways and means of
converting the chlorine to chlorinated
hydrecarbons.

The other method we are trying to de-
velop is to process the upgraded ilmenite,
if we are successful in developing such an
industry, into titanium tetrachloride. If
we can achieve this it will be an important
breakthrough in the chemiecal industry be-
cause it will give us an industry we have
been trying to get for a long time, but
without success. However, I believe we will
find ways and means of doing this within
two years.

Mr. Jamieson: We need to press on with
regard to natural gas.

Mr. COURT: It would not be appropri-
ate in this case. Our main deterrent with
this one is power. We have to get power
much cheaper than we are getting it now.

Mr. Jamieson: You get that from
natural gas, too.

Mr. COURT: Unfortunately, no. Natural
gas is not at its best in power generation.
‘The last use a Government would make of
natural gas, if it was possible to find any
other customer, would be for power genera-
tion. It is best for metallurgical uses, but
if there are no other customers, as is the
case in the Middle East where it cannot be
glven away, it is naturally used for power
purposes because any use that can be found
for it is better than none.

In our own case if we could find a metal-
lurgical or similar use for natural gas we
would prefer using it for that purpose
rather than for power generation. Reduc-
ing it to an absurdity, much better use is
gained out of the natural gas by boiling a
kettle in the kitchen than using it for the
generation of power in a power station.
However, if no other economic use can be
found for the natural gas, it will have to
be used for power generation.



624

Mr. Jamiesonn: That only applies if you
use it through the steam turbines. What
about the modern turbines used for direct
conversion of energy?

Mr. COURT: That is all right for cer-
tain purposes but for the type we want, it
would not be on.

We do hope to have plenty of metal-
lurgical uses for it, For instance, in Don-
gara, natural gas would be used at its
best if it is found that the Mt, Gibhson low-
grade ores are an economic proposition.
Natural gas is also very economic when
used by the alumina industry, because in
that industry it has a twofold use. It is
used for reducing the bauxite to alumina,
and then the company uses the excess heat,
which would otherwise be wasted, and
converts it to steam for power generation,
However, I hope we will find metallurgical
uses for it.

The particular industry to which we are
referring—the conversion of salt into
caustic soda and chlorine and then chlorine
into chlorinated hydrocarbons or titanium
tetrachloride—involves the ordinary con-
centional type of power of a very cheap
kind. In fact, if it is anything more than
.6¢ per kilowatt hour it is not on.

Mr. Bickerton: Have the existing salt
companies been given any undertaking that
this particulay one will be the last company
with which the Government will negotiate?

Mr. COURT: They have not been given
any undertaking at all, but from our point
of view, we have made it known publicly,
and to all applicants, that at this juncture
we have no intention of negotiating further
gereements. We feel we have a responsi-
bility to thcse who have been given, in all
good faith, temporary reserves to study
the suitability of the areas.

It must be borne in mind that, because
of the permeability or otherwise of the
s0il not all areas are suitable. We felt we
had some moral responsibility to give the
companies a chance to at least develop
their projects further. To the best of my
knowledge there is no other company
interested at this juncture, and no other
company has been encouraged to believe
that another project of this kind would be
warranted. However, if anyone else came
along with a proposition it would be con-
sidered on its merits.

My own view is that the number of
projects, and the nature and diversity of
the areas inhvolved, provide a nice balance
and should ensure that we obtain our fair
share of the world's markets. It is inter-
esting to note that we did not think the
Lake Lefroy project would have a chance
of getting off the ground, but it was wel-
comed by the Japanese because it was in
an entirely different climatic zone from all
the others. This was a matter of security
of supply as far as they were concerned,
although it will probably cost slightly more
than the other salt.
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Mr. Bickertor.: Were there any discus-
sions hetween the Government and the
local shire? I noticed such matters as
temporary heusing, roads, and so on, Has
the shire been consulted?

Mr. COURT: Roads are the company's
responsibility. This has been made very
clear, and before housing is permitted, the
company must get local authority ap-
proval. The company is responsible entirely
for its own housing.

I should add that this particular pro-
ject has been well researched because a
French firm, internationally acknowledged,
was engaged {o undertake the studies and
the firm satisfled all the parties concerned,
both past and present, that this is a suit-
ahle area for salt production.

Mr. Norton: Will this industry affect
the fishing industry?

Mr, COURT: The Department of Fish-
eries and Faunha has heen a party to the
actual selection of the area to be leased
within the reserve area, and it is satis-
fled that the project will have no detri-
mentzal effect on either ordinary fishing
or the breeding grounds of the prawns.

Mr. Norton: What will happen to the
bitterns?

Mr, COURT: I think that for all
time the bitterns will be poured back into
the sea, because it is most unlikely that
this area will ever have the amount of
cheap power necessary to convert the
bitterns into chemicals in a marketable
form,

It is our objective in the Port Hedland
project and the Dampier one to process
the bitterns eventually, but I cannot see
this being done at Exmouth. It may be
the day will come when it is economic to
transport the bitterns to other places, but
there is no prospect in the foreseeable
future of bitterns being processed at Ex-
mouth.

I seek your permission, Mr. Acting
Speaker (Mr. Mitchell), to table two
copies of the plan showing temporary re-
reserve 3558H together with the leased
area. I suggest that one copy be available
for the general use of members and the
other copy be tabled.

The plan was tabled.

Debate adjourned for one week, on
motion by Mr. Bickerton.

COLLIE RECREATION AND PARK
LANDS ACT REPEAL BILL

Second Reeding
Debate resumed from the 21st August,

MR. JONES (Collie) [4.46 p.m.]: ‘The
Collie Recreation and Park Lands Act of
1931 provided that a certain area of land
i1 reserve at Collle should be vested tn g
board appointed under the Act. The board
was to consist of five members: one to be



[Thursday, 28 August, 1969.1

appointed by the Governor; the mayor
and a councillor of the municipal couneil
of Collie; and the chairman and one other
member of the Collie Road Board. As the
Minister outlined when he introduced the
Bill, the two local authorities became de-
funct and joined in one body to become
officially known as the Collie Municipal
Council, and that organisation has now
become the Collie Shire Council.

I understand the Collie Shire approached
the Government some time ago and re-
quested it to repeal the Act in view of the
fact that both organisations had become
defunct. Because of this, the shire felt
that the iand should be vested in the shire
on the understanding that the existing
leases continued and that the shire would
be given authority to negotiate other
Jeases within the area itself.

The land involved is Wellington Loca-
tions 1314 and 4515 and part of Wellingion
Location 4344, which comprise some 576
acres of land. The passage of this legisla-
tion will have the result of the area being
revested in Her Majesty and removed from
the operation of the Transfer of Land Act.
After provision has been made for roads,
for special areas, and for inclusion of land
in the enclosed roads, a new reserve for
recreation and park land, classified “A”,
will be vested in the Collie Shire in trust
with the power to lease for specified pur-
gloses. That is the intent of this legisla-

on.

The area itself involves a very pie-
turesque part of the Collie district known
as the Minninup pool area, The Collie
Golf Club is situated in the area as is the
men's hockey association, and one sporting
ground is located there. Until several
years ago the Collie Race Club, which is
now defunct, and the Collie River Rowing
Club also had certain rights under the
provisions of the Act.

A special set of circumstances prompted
the Collie Shire to move in this direction
inasmuch as the Collie Golf Club became
involved. The Collie Golf Club is an 18-
hole course and the position was that the
front nine holes were granted to the Collie
Golf Club on lease from the Collie Shire,
but the back nine holes were subjeet to
some confusion in that the Collie Race
Club had certain rights over the area In
which they were situated. It was found on
one occasion not so very long ago that a
registered {rainer was exercising his horses
on the old training track and at the same
time the golfers were trying {o enjoy their
sport. The horses and the golf balls be-
came mixed up with each other and a
nasty situation resulted. This is another
reason for the Collie Shire to try to clear
up the matter by requesting the Govern-
ment to repeal the legislation and vest
the land in the shire itself.
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Last weekend I held discussions with the
president, the shire clerk, and the town
engineer of the Cuollie Shire to ascertain
their views on the legislation. There is
another reason, in their view, why this
legislation is necessary. Collie, like most
other towns of a similar size, did not see
the need for a town plan to be drawn up
for the development of the town itself.
It was not until recently when a local
undertaker attempted to build a new
funeral parlour in a housing area that the
local authority saw the need to have a
town plan prepared. In consequence, this
plan is now being prepared, and it was
Sh?fm to me in confldence last weekend in
Collie.

There may be a minor problem associated
with the question of vesting portion of this
land in the shire, This is one matter which
causes me some concern. 1 understand
from the plan shown to me and from the
information made available to me by the
local authority that the planners, in draw-
ing up a plan for Collie, have recommended
that an industrial area he set aside ad-
jacent to the grain distillery, which is
situated in Mungallup Road, Collie, and
that this area should run back (o the
railway line going in a northerly direction.
The area involved is portion of that men-
tioned in Location 4344.

Collie has no industrial area and. con-
sequently, the shire is very keen to have
an industrial area set aside. 'The planners,
in considering the overall planning for the
town, have decided the area should be in
the location of the existing power alcohol
plant.

I agree with the sugeestion in this in-
stance. The land is not a big acreage and
it may be reasonable to suggest that
portion of Location 4344 be set aside when
approaches are made to the Government.
However, if this is done, I think it should
be done on the complete understanding
that no other land will be released for this
purpose.

Unfortunately, I have not had the op-
portunity to discuss this matter with the
Minister for Lands and Forests. Never-
theless, I am certain that after he receives
the delegation from the Collie Shire he
will see the merit in the suggestion made
by the town planning authorities to the
effect that the locality would lend itself to
an industrial area. Firstly, the grain
distillery is located in the area and,
secondly, a spot timber mill is in existence
towards the back portion of it. The locality
is very close to rail and road access and,
from a number of viewpoints, this is
probably the most satisfactory area which
could be set aside in Collie for industrial
purposes.

Whilst the council of the day has cer-
tain ideas on what the planning should
be, I am concerned because I would not
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like to see this matter extended. It would
be wrong in principle for all the park land
which is at present vested under this order
and situated on the opposite side of Mun-
gallup Road to be vested in anything else
but park land. Anyone who knows the
Minninup pool area in Collie will know
it is a natural bush area. Although Collie
has an olympic pool, some people still
prefer to swim in the Minninup pool. Fur-
ther, we hope that when Coillie comes good
again in the not too far distant future,
the rowing club will once more come into
being.

I support the measure, but I consider
the points I have mentioned should be
kept in mind. Although favourable con-
sideration might be given to the request
which will come from the Collie Shire to
the Minister, I think the Minister should
make it firmly understood that, if any
portion of land now vested under the Collie
Recreation and Park Lands Act is ta be
released for industrial purposes, then it
should be only that portion in the vicinity
of the power alcohol plant, and that none
of the area on which the Collie Golf Club
is situated, or the Minninup pool area
itself, should be released for any purposes
other than park land.

For the reasons indicated, I wish to in-
dicate I support the measure, The Act
is sctually out of date. It cannot operate,
because the representatives mentioned in
the Bill are non-existent.

I conclude by making the comment that
I hope the Government of the day—whai-
ever its political colour may be—will
ensure that none of the area adjoining
the Collie Golf Club or the Minninup pool
will be used for anything other than park
land and recreational purposes. I have
much pleasure in supporting the Bill.

MR. BOVELL (Vasse — Minister for
Forests) [4.55 p.m.]1: I thank the member
for Collie for his comments. The measure
seeks to rectify a position and it follows
the usual present-day course of vesting
park lands for recreation in a local author-
ity. The member for Collie has explained
the position with the change of adminis-
tration and local government in Collie,
The measure will legalise the leases and
maintain their continuity.

With regard to his comments about en-
croachment of industrial areas into park
land and recreational areas, I can assure
the House that very careful consideration
is given to any proposals thet may in-
fringe upon land that is set aside for
public open space. As the population of
Western Australia grows—and we are en-
joying a percentage rate increase which is
double that of any other part of Australia
at the present time—we must be careful
about retaining sufficient open space for
the people. The Premier himself, during
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his overseas visit, made several comments,
which I read, of the impressions that he
gained on this question; namely, it is very
necessary to maintain and preserve public
Open space.

However, every case must be considered
on its merits. I will certainly see that the
proposals submitted are considered on
their merits. When the member for Collie
knows that proposals are coming forward,
perhaps he might care to discuss them
with me so that I ean have the benefit
of his advice. I will not say I will agree
with him, but at least I will have his com-
ments, which I can take info considera-
tion when reviewing the proposals.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, elc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

DROUGHT
Relief: Statement by the Premier

SIR DAVID BRAND (Greenough—
Premier) [6 pm.l: I would like to seek
the permission of the House to make a
short statement.

The SPEAKER: The Premier has sought
the leave of the House to make a state-

-ment and there being no dissentient voice,

leave is granted.

Sir DAVID BRAND: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. It is with preat pleasure and a
great deal of relief that I inform the House
that the Minister for Agriculture has re-
ceived advice through the local repre-
sentative that the Wheat Board has agreed
to the redelivery of wheat in declared
drought areas at $1.10 plus 12c handling
charges back into the bins of farmers who
delivered wheat to the board. This mat-
ter will, however, have to be discussed and
defined.

Representatives of Co-operative Bulk
Handling, the Wheat Board, and the
Government will meet tomeorrow to iron out
further details in connection with the
whole matter and how it will be handled.
It is sufficient for me to say that we have
this information and it is with greet
pleasure that I make this announcement,
I am sure it will be a tremendous relief
to all of us.

At the same time, however, we must
not lose sight of the fact that there are
still a number ¢of problems to be resolved;
problems which face us as a result of the
extremely dry season we are experiencing.

House adjourned at 5.3 p.m.




